WORLD MARCH OF WOMEN
Since 2000 this movement has been gathering women's groups of diverse ethnic, cultural, religious, political, and class backgrounds, and different ages and sexual orientation.  In December 2004 representatives met in Kigali, Rwanda to adopt the Women's Global Charter for Humanity on the basis of many exchanges of drafts among women's groups in 60 countries.  The Charter is being taken from country to country, affirming that "another world is possible."  Following are words from the Preamble:
We women have been marching a long time to denounce and demand an end to the oppression of women and to the domination, exploitation, egotism and unbridled quest for profit breeding injustice, war, conquest and violence.  Our feminist struggles and those of our foremothers on every continent have forged new freedoms for us, our daughters and sons, and all the young girls and boys who will walk the earth after us.  We are building a world where diversity is considered an asset and individuality a source of richness; where dialogue flourishes and where writing, song and dreams can flower.  In this world, human beings are considered one of the most precious sources of wealth.  Equality, freedom, solidarity, justice and peace are its driving force.  We have the power to create this world.... The World March of Women. of which we are a part, views patriarchy as the system oppressing women and capitalism as the system that enables a minority to exploit the vast majority of women and men.  These systems reinforce one another.  They are rooted in, and work hand in hand with, racism, sexism, misogyny, xenophobia, homophobia, colonialism, imperialism, slavery and forced labor.  They breed manifold forms of fundamentalism that prevent women and men from being free.  They generate poverty and exclusion, violate the rights of human beings, particularly women's rights, and imperil humanity and the planet.  We reject this world!  We propose to build another world where exploitation, oppression, intolerance and exclusion no longer exist, and where integrity, diversity and the rights and freedoms of all are respected.  This Charter is based on the values of equality, freedom, solidarity, justice and peace.
The Charter then sets forth a series of affirmations about this alternative world under these headings: Equality, Freedom, Solidarity, Justice, and Peace.  It closes with a Call, which includes the following:

This Women's Global Charter for Humanity calls on women and men and all oppressed peoples and groups of the planet to proclaim, individually and collectively, their power to transform the world and radically change social structures with a view to developing relationships based on equality, peace, freedom, solidarity and justice.  It calls on all social movements and all forces in society to take action so that the values promoted in this Charter can be effectively implemented and political decision-makers adopt the measures necessary for their implementation.  It is a call to action to change the world.  The need is urgent!

Information about the World March of Women, its organization and activities can be accessed at www.worldmarchofwomen.org.

1.  Why do women have so much difficulty being heard?

2.  Do women have the perspective and the power to create another world?
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