TEN WAYS TO SUPPORT FAIR TRADE
We may think that we can do nothing to really make a difference in relation to the vast economic trade forces that are wrecking havoc in the lives of millions of small farmers around the world.  TransFair USA affirms that “Consumers are the key to ensuring that farmers around the world get their fair share.”  It offers the following list of “simple things you can do to make a difference.”  For further information contact TransFair USA (www.fairtradecertified.org).

1.  Buy Fair Trade Certified products whenever and wherever you can.  Fair Trade Certified products are how available in more than 10,000 locations, including many retail chains and independent natural food stores and cafes.

2.  Ask for Fair Trade Certified coffee, tea and chocolate at your local café and grocery store.  Ask to speak with the manager or fill out a store comment card requesting Fair Trade Certified products.

3.  Educate yourself, your friends and your community.  Download fact sheets, backgrounders, recent articles, a powerpoint presentation or order a video from our website that you can use to educate yourself and share with your friends and community.
4.  Write letters to the editor and help get Fair Trade in the news.  Write to your local newspaper citing Fair Trade as a critical alternative to the current coffee crisis, or submit a Fair Trade article to your company, community organization or congregation’s newsletter.

5.  Get your City Council to adopt a Fair Trade Resolution.  City halls across the country have passed resolutions pledging to use Fair Trade Certified coffee in government offices.

6.  Host a Fair Trade event/fundraiser.  Host a gathering with friends to sell Fair Trade Certified coffee, tea and chocolate.
7.  Make Fair Trade coffee your congregation’s coffee of choice.  Share Fair Trade coffee at your place of worship while educating your congregation about the social and environmental issues surrounding coffee and supporting farmers and their families around the globe.

8.  Choose a Fair Trade brew for your workplace.  Serving Fair Trade coffee in the workplace is a simple thing your company or organization can do to directly support family farmers and the environment.

9.  Bring Fair Trade to your college campus.  Students are a driving force in building the Fair Trade movement across the country.

10.  Join TransFair’s monthly e-mail update.  To subscribe, send an e-mail to fairtradebulletin-subscribe@topica.email-publisher.com 
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