ALLIANCE TO END HUNGER
Bread for the World's February-March 2005 newsletter, Bread, includes an article by David Beckmann, its president, "Building the Movement to Overcome Hunger."  He explains that BFW has for many years been building collaborative efforts to fight hunger, including charities, Christian and Jewish groups, universities, corporations, and unions.  BFW and its partners carry out letter writing campaigns and mobilize lobbying efforts to urge Congress "to commit to the goals of cutting U.S. hunger and food insecurity in half by 2010 and ending hunger by 2015."  Their international goal is to pursue the U.N. Millennium Development Goals, agreed to by most countries, to reduce global hunger and extreme poverty in half by 2015.  BFW advertisements highlight the slogan, "Hunger is one problem that we can solve!"
The recently released federal budget proposal of the Bush administration demonstrates the uphill struggle that lies ahead.  The total of $2.5 trillion includes increases in defense and security, as expected, and concentrates all deficit reduction on non-defense spending, which totals about $400 billion or one-sixth of the total.  (www.bread.org)
Domestic anti-hunger and poverty programs are being drastically cut.  The Food Stamp Program, our nation's first line of defense against hunger, faces a cut of $1.1 billion over 10 years.  Low-income housing, Medicaid, child care and other low-income focused programs are also slated for large cuts.  These proposals just do not make sense with hunger and poverty on the rise.  More than 36 million people, including 13 million children, live in families who are unsure where their next meal is coming from.

At the same time, the president wants to make permanent the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts that benefited primarily the very wealthiest people, which would add $10 trillion to the deficit over the next two decades.  He's also proposing sweeping changes to the Social Security system that will cost more than $2 trillion dollars.  The prescription drug benefit that Congress passed in late 2003 is now projected to cost $720 billion, not the $400 billion originally projected.  These numbers do not add up to fiscal responsibility.

BFW and many partners are launching the ONE Campaign with the goal to increase the involvement of Americans in the global fight against extreme poverty, AIDS, and hunger and to ask the U.S. to commit an additional 1% of the federal budget to development and humanitarian assistance by 2010 in order to do its share in the international effort to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  That 1% could be close to $25 billion.  The campaign also supports proposals to cancel 100% of the multilateral debt owed by poor countries without jeopardizing future assistance to those countries.  Current funding for foreign aid is just 0.15% of GNP, the least among all the major industrialized countries. 
1.  How much of the U.S. federal budget should be spent on aid to poor countries?
2.  How adequate is our "safety net" for the poor in this country?
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