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Major events of the last six months have heightened our awareness of the importance of economic justice--and the lack of this understanding among the people of this country.  We might add that these events reveal the inadequacy of our efforts to present to the public the urgency of economic justice as a moral issue. 

How many times have we heard that many poor and middle class people voted for candidates who professed narrow religious values even against their own economic interests and more urgent moral values?  
Many responded generously to the tsunami appeals, but what is our response to the global economic tsunami that takes even more lives through extreme poverty every week?  
President Bush's inaugural address waxed eloquent in his call to spread freedom and democracy around the world, but our government contributes, proportionally, the least of all the industrialized countries to development and the eradication of poverty in the Third World.
There was an outpouring of tears and anger over the Schiavo case, but what tears and anger do we express for the tens of thousands of dead and dying in Darfur, Iraq, and so many other places or for the millions who lack medical insurance in the U.S.? 

This mailing contains more of our accustomed worksheets under the three dimensions of the hermeneutical circle:TODAY'S WORLD, BIBLICAL FAITH, and RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP.  Also, we shall enclose a copy of the flyer for our new book, God's Economy: Biblical Studies from Latin America, which will be available from Orbis books in June.  Please note that Orbis has agreed to offer a 40% discount for orders of 10 or more copies.  These exegetical studies focus on economic matters related to but not limited to the Sabbath and Jubilee mandates.
This is our seventh mailing for your Jubilee Workbook.  You can download Jubilee Workbooks IV and VI at www.jubilee4justice.org and Jubilee Workbook V from www.sabbatheconomics.org.  We will be happy to receive your comments on these worksheets and samples of additional worksheets that you have prepared.  

The worksheets enclosed demonstrate the severity of global economic disparities, the centrality of the biblical mandate for economic justice, and the ways that we can work for change locally and globally.
TODAY'S WORLD

1.  The Global Food Gap.  Grain production almost tripled between 1950 and 1996, but large shortfalls began in 2002, while population continues to grow by 76 million yearly.
2.  Poverty and Children.  UNICEF reports that 640 million of the world's 2.2 billion children lack adequate shelter, 500 million lack sanitation, 400 million lack safe water. 270 million receive no healthcare.

3.  U.S. Racial and Economic Inequality.  United for a Fair Economy offers striking statistics on continuing racial inequality and growing disparity between rich and poor in general.
4.  Globalization and Imperialism.  Chalmers Johnson's book, The Sorrows of Empire provides an analysis of economic globalization as a strategy of U.S. imperialism.

5.  Property for People, Not for Profit.  This book offers a penetrating analysis of the roots and current state of global capitalism.
BIBLICAL FAITH

1.  True Fasting, True Spirituality.  Isaiah 58:1-12 offers a useful study of the failings of spiritual exercises divorced from the practice of justice.

2.  New Heavens and a New Earth.  Isaiah 65:17-25 is a beautiful poem that evokes the Jubilee vision of economic justice and ecological peace within history.

3.  Not By Bread Alone.  This phrase from the first temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4:1-4 is best understood as a reference to the lesson of the manna.

4.  You Always Have the Poor with You.  In Mark 14:3-9 Jesus cites a key text about the  Sabbath Year mandates to cancel debts and free slaves.
5.  Justice: A Global Adventure.  Walter Burghardt, S.J., provides a Roman Catholic understanding of biblical justice.
RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP

1.  Monseñor Oscar Romero--Twenty-Five Years Later.  Jesuit Jon Sobrino recommends that we celebrate the life of Romero by following him with our own lives.
2.  Social Movements in Latin America.  Movements for social justice are having a remarkable impact throughout the region, even to the extent of changing governments.

3.  World Social Forum 2005.  150,000 people from around the world gathered in Puerto Alegre to point the way forward under the slogan, "Another World is Possible."

4.  Alliance To End Hunger.  Bread for the World and a growing coalition of partners are convinced that hunger can be eliminated.

5.  Ecological Economics.  The world's economy is shaped by market forces; it must rather be shaped by ecological principles in order to become sustainable. 
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