JESUS AT NAZARETH
Luke 4:16-20

A.  Jesus came to Nazareth. . . went to the synagogue

      B.  He stood up to read

            C.  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him

                  D.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written

                        E.  The Spirit of the Lord. . .has anointed me

                              F.  To bring good news to the poor

                                    G.  To proclaim release to the captives

                                          H.  And recovery of sight to the blind

                                    G’  To let the oppressed go free

                              F’  To proclaim

                        E’  The year of the Lord’s favor

                  D’  He rolled up the scroll

            C’  Gave it back to the attendant

      B’  And sat down

A’  The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.

This is the most important passage in Luke’s Gospel.  It has been placed here as Jesus’ first act and his first declaration at the beginning of his ministry, in the Nazareth synagogue, on the Sabbath Day.  Luke chooses this incident to indicate clearly that Jesus came to proclaim “the year of the Lord’s favor,” the Jubilee.  He places it here in the place where Matthew and Mark identify the message of Jesus with the words, “the Reign of God has come near.”  For Luke, Jesus proclaims the Reign of God as Jubilee.

1.  According to this concentric analysis, at the center of Jesus’ mission is recovery of sight to the blind.  What does this focus mean?  What evidence do we find throughout Luke’s Gospel that Jesus came to bring sight to the blind?  What does this mean for our ministries today?

2.  We also find a strong emphasis on liberation or release: to proclaim release to the captives, to let the oppressed go free.  What meaning does this have throughout Luke’s Gospel?  What importance does it have or should it have in our ministries?

3.  We find, thirdly, an emphasis on the preaching of good news for the poor and the proclamation of the year of the Lord’s favor.  How is the Jubilee related to the poor?  In what ways did Jesus proclaim good news to the poor, the year of the Lord's favor?  How do we preach good news for the poor today?

