
GOD'S ECONOMY
BIBLICAL STUDIES FROM LATIN AMERICA

The book that carries this title (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2005) brings to English readers a selection of articles from the journal, Revista de Interpretación Bíblica Latinoamericana, with a focus on economics.  These "other" American biblical scholars offer critical insight into God's purpose for abundant life for all people and all creatures in response to today's unprecedented economic injustice and ecological destruction.  Part I considers "Political and Economic Dimensions of the Bible," including an analysis of the uses of the Bible through 500 years of conquest in Latin America, by Elsa Tamez, and a survey of the Biblical message of Jubilee, by Pablo Richard.  Part II provides exegetical studies from the Old Testament, and Part III adds similar studies from the New Testament.  All 13 articles make use of scientific tools; all derive from and respond to pastoral realities in Latin America; and they are urgently relevant for the global economy, which is so driven by of U.S. economic, political, cultural, and military interests.  In his Preface Richard explains for North Americans and others the dynamics of the Latin American movement which is called "popular reading of the Bible."
This movement is dedicated to placing the Bible in the hands, the hearts, and the minds of God's people.  It is also called pastoral reading of the Bible or community reading of the Bible.  It has been gaining strength throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, especially among the Christian base communities and other similar movements.  It is a demanding movement that emerges "from below" with a structure, a methodology, and short-, medium-, and long-term objectives.  It is making a significant contribution to scientific biblical studies (exegesis), to the reformation of the church, and to the movement for liberation in our society, especially for the liberation of the poor and excluded.  (xiii) 

These biblical studies vary considerably.  Perhaps the most "popular" and "contextual" is the article by Carmiña Navia Velasco, a Catholic poet, theologian, biblical scholar and literature teacher at the Universidad del Valle in Cali, Colombia.  She portrays vividly the real world--and the strength--of poor women in the marginalized barrios of her city, then turns to Proverbs 31 and offers an alternative, liberating reading for their edification.  In contrast, René Krüger, a Lutheran New Testament scholar and president of a prestigious theological institution in Argentina, offers a semiotic analysis of economics in Luke's Gospel, which is a summary of his doctoral thesis and a radical call to economic conversion.
The primary concern of these biblical scholars is . . . to examine and proclaim what the Bible teaches about poverty and oppression, liberation and fullness of life for all God's people.  The unavoidable evidence, they find, is that the message of economic justice lies at the very core of the entire Bible, which portrays the history of salvation in those terms.  (xxiv)
Consider what has been your own understanding of biblical teaching concerning economics and the churches' faithfulness in putting it into practice.
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