POVERTY AND CHILDREN
A brief article in the December 10th, 2004 Los Angeles Times (p. A13) summarizes UNICEF's annual State of the World's Children report.  There have been some improvements, e.g., a global decrease of juvenile deaths in all regions except sub-Saharan Africa in the last 13 years.  But the overall picture is still unconscionable:

1 billion children are living in a state of severe threat from hunger, disease, exploitation or 
       lack of security.

640 million of the world's 2.2 billion children lack adequate shelter.

500 million children have no access to sanitation.

400 million lack safe water.

270 million receive no healthcare.

140 million, mostly girls, receive no education.

90 million are severely deprived of nutrition.

10 million children younger than 5 die each year of diarrhea or measles.

10s of thousands are killed, maimed or raped each year in wars.

15 million are AIDS orphans, 80% of them in sub-Saharan Africa.

2 million children are exploited in the multibillion-dollar global commercial sex industry.

A longer article in the January 18, 2005 Los Angeles Times (p. A3) reported that "The world could end extreme poverty within a decade if wealthy nations fulfilled their pledges to increase development aid."  At a 2000 summit the U.N. proposed that the rich countries set aside 0.7% of their GNP for Third World development, a goal reached so far by just 5 countries (Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden).  The U.S. gives just 0.15% of its GNP, which is less than one fourth the proposed amount, not including private donations, proportionally the least of all 22 leading industrialized nations whose contributions are tracked by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  So almost 3 billion people still live on $2.15 or less per day, and in Africa almost as many children die of malaria every month (150,000) as died in the Indian Ocean tsunami.  The U.N. Millennium Development Goals include "ending poverty and hunger, improving survival rates for mothers and children, combating AIDS and other major preventable diseases, and promoting equality for women" by the year 2015.  All these targets could be met if each First World country would contribute just 50 cents of every $100 of income to help the poor, but latest reports indicate that the sub-Saharan nations "would not reach any of the targets by 2015 at the current pace."
In its lead editorial for January 23, 2005 the Los Angeles Times (p. M4) commented on the President's vow, in his inaugural address, to spread freedom and democracy around the world and on the hearing to confirm Condaleezza Rice as Secretary of State, which hardly mentioned development aid and poverty, "the problem that kills millions every year and helps fuel terrorism, war, instability, and misery across the planet."  It noted that overseas assistance generates goodwill--"the kind of goodwill that can go further than military might in enhancing U.S. security."
What is our responsibility, as citizens of the U.S., for the well-being of the world's children?  What should be our government's role in overcoming global poverty?
Jubilee Workbook VII, April 2005

Kinsler, www.sabbatheconomics.org


