THE PROJECT FOR A NEW AMERICAN EMPIRE
Duane Shank’s article under this title in the September-October 2003 Sojourners Magazine lays out the plans for the “Project for a New American Century” going back to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989.  The emergence of the U.S. as the sole superpower set the stage for a circle of right-wing intellectuals to formulate a series of proposals that are tantamount to an imperial vision that attracted little attention until Richard Cheney became the vice presidential candidate and then was placed in charge of the transition to the administration of George W. Bush.
In June 1997 the Project posed this question: “Does the United States have the resolve to shape a new century favorable to American principles and interests?”  In January 1998 its exponents (Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz, John Bolton, Elliott Abrams, and Richard Armitage) urged President Clinton to remove Saddam Hussein from power.  In September 2000 they released their grand design for the future: “The United States is the world’s only superpower, combining preeminent military power, global technological leadership, and the world’s largest economy. . . .America’s grand strategy should aim to preserve and extend this advantageous position as far into the future as possible.”  They even used the term Pax Americana to describe their dream of global domination, i.e., a new American empire.
Decisive for the implementation of that vision was the “catastrophic and catalyzing event” of September llth, 2001, which was “the best thing that could have happened," according to Shank’s analysis of the Project’s intentions.  It provided the rationale for an atmosphere for war (the so-called war on terrorism), an unprecedented military build-up in peacetime, the invasion of Iraq, the threats to “an axis of evil” and other rogue countries beyond Iraq, Iran, and North Korea, the proposal of a permanent role in the Gulf and a reshaping of the Muslim world, a radical shift to unilateralism in foreign affairs and preemptive military action, the nullification of previous nuclear arms agreements and the proposal of new nuclear arms development, and the expansion of U.S. military bases around the world.  Already the U.S. has troops in 130 countries, including 40 permanent bases, and it continues to add basing rights, as Defense Secretary Rumsfeld indicates, “preparing U.S. forces for a future that could involve lots of small, dirty fights in remote and dangerous places.”
Shank argues that “militarization and pre-emptive war is not the path to real security. . .there is an alternative to empire and endless war.”  “We must advance the vision of a world where international institutions are strengthened rather than destroyed, where global poverty is seriously addressed, where all countries, including the U.S., are disarming their weapons of mass destruction, and where human rights are taken seriously.”
What has been the human, social, economic, and ecological cost of the Project for a New American Century already?  What are the prospects for the future?
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