
FREE TRADE IS UNFAIR TRADE--MEXICO
Michael Pollan offers a remarkable analysis of free trade's affect on Mexico's small farmers and ecology in his L.A. Times article (B 13, April 23, 2004), "A Flood of U.S. Corn Rips at Mexico."  The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) implanted in 1994 has opened Mexico to U.S. farmers, "who are now selling millions of bushels of corn south of the border."  Subsidized by our taxes, U.S. agribusiness can sell this corn at prices below its own cost of production and below the cost of production for small Mexican farmers, forcing 1.3 million off the land, "swelling pools of Mexico's urban unemployed" and sending others across the border to low-paying jobs here.  
The cheap U.S. corn has also wreaked havoc on Mexico's land, according to the Carnegie report.  The small farmers forced off their land often sell out to larger farmers who grow for export, farmers who must adopt far more industrial (and especially chemical- and water-intensive) practices to compete in the international marketplace.  Fertilizer runoff into the Sea of Cortez starves its marine life of oxygen, and Mexico's scarce water resources are leaching north, one tomato at a time.

Mexico's remaining small farmers "are forced to grow their corn on increasingly marginal lands, contributing to deforestation and soil erosion."  International and national industrial farmers are buying up better Mexican lands to "produce fruits and vegetables for American tables year-round.  It's ridiculous for a country like Mexico, whose people are often hungry, to use its best land to grow produce for a country where food is so abundant that its people are obese--but under free trade it makes economic sense."
Cheap American corn in Mexico threatens all corn--Zea mays itself--and by extension all of us who have come to depend on this plant.  The small Mexican farmers who grow corn in southern Mexico are responsible for maintaining the genetic diversity of the species.  While American farmers raise a small handful of genetically nearly identical hybrids, Mexico's small farmers still grow hundreds of different, open-pollinated varieties, commonly called landraces.

This is just one example of many that have been cited concerning the effects of globalization under the dictates of free trade ideology all around the world.  "Perhaps from a strictly economic point of view, free trade in a commodity like corn appears eminently rational.  But look at the same phenomenon from a biological point of view and it begins to look woefully short-sighted, if not mad."  The human cost of U.S. agricultural policies is devastating.  "While one part of the U.S. government speaks of the need to alleviate Third World poverty, another is writing subsidy checks to American farmers, which encourages them to undersell Third World farmers."
1.  Consider other examples of free trade that are unfair.
2.  Consider how fair trade projects are counteracting unfair free trade.
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