
INVESTING IN PEOPLE--OIKOCREDIT
As more and more people in this country participate in diverse banking and investment opportunities, basic moral questions arise.  Can we simply put our disposable money wherever we can reap the greatest profit at the lowest risk, which seems to be the prevailing popular notion?  Is it reasonable to use our money to make more money, without careful consideration of the goals and practices of the entities that use our money?  Should we even allow banks and corporations known to exploit cheap labor and abuse nature to have our money?  Are there alternative ways to make our money available to movements, cooperatives, and projects that help rather than exploit or by-pass the poor, without necessarily losing what we may need in the future?
One of the oldest and most respected channels of alternative investing is Oikocredit, which enables concerned people to "invest in the lives of poor people to help end poverty."  Individuals, churches, and others can choose a fixed interest rate of 0%, 1%, or 2% in order to "invest in hope," changing lives through small loans that enable groups, mostly cooperatives, not isolated individuals, to create jobs, get training, start or expand small businesses.  Oikocredit has invested $3 million in loans to Nicaraguan communities for production cooperatives and micro-credit programs, providing access to needed equipment for coffee roasting, food vending, and fishing ventures.  "The Oikocredit experience in Nicaragua and in 64 other countries confirms that the vast majority of people living in poverty are hard working people who, when given the opportunity, will work themselves out of poverty and into a productive and stable life."  Oikocredit offers the opportunity for people like us to make our savings work for justice.
Everywhere in the world, men and women need an income to support their families.  . . . Oikocredit loans and guarantees enable poor people to escape the vicious circle of poverty by starting or upgrading their business.  Thus, Oikocredit gives poor people the chance to create a better life for themselves and their families.

Interested investors and anyone with savings may find more information at www.oikocredit.org and get involved by contacting Oikocredit USA at office.us@oikocredit.org.  Initial minimum investments of $1000 and additional increments of $250 can be made through the Calvert Social Investment Foundation.  Funds are sent quarterly to the Oikocredit International Office in the Netherlands, and from there they are dispersed to 375 project partners in Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Central and Eastern Europe.  Investments can be redeemed when needed.  For three decades all U.S. investors have been repaid full principal plus interest.  Interest is taxable unless donated to Oikocredit.  Churches may choose to set aside, until needed, a portion of their endowments, building funds, contingency funds, etc. for Oikocredit.  $500 grants are available to investors who want to organize a working group to spread the work of Oikocredit.  

1.  Where do you keep your savings and investment funds?  Who benefits?  How?
2.  Where does your church keep its funds and investments?  Who benefits?  How?
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