THE CATHOLIC WORKER--HOSPITALITY
The Catholic Worker movement founded by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in 1933 now includes some 120 houses across the United States with a primary concern for the most vulnerable: providing food for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, care for the sick and dying, especially those with AIDS, visitation for prisoners, especially those on death row, in short, hospitality as taught and exemplified by Jesus.  They engage in advocacy on behalf of the neglected and excluded and in non-violent protest against the injustices and abuses of our churches, government, and civil society.
This Catholic movement is diverse and ecumenical.  The Open Door in Atlanta’s inner city began in a Protestant church in 1979, when there were approximately 1500 homeless; by 1985 there were 5000.  They began feeding 100 hungry people on Christmas Day 1981; since then they have prepared and served over 400,000 meals.  Their common life has two primary foci: community and service.  It includes worship, Bible study, planning and play as well as work and rest.  Their residential community includes 26 street people, partners, novices, and resident volunteers.  Ed Loring, one of the founders, explains in A Work of Hospitality: The Open Door Reader 1082-2002. p. 14:

Faithfulness to the scriptures and resistance to the greed and materialism of contemporary society demand a lifestyle of simplicity and compassion.  To that end, each member of the community receives basic needs plus a small weekly stipend ($11.50 in 2003). . . .Partners are those members who covenant to give their lives and resources to the community.  Resident volunteers are persons who join the community for six months to two years for experience and education as they follow different paths on their life pilgrimages.

The monthly newsletter, Hospitality, which is free, offers reflection, reports, invitations for a wider circle of volunteers and churches that support this work.  The book mentioned above is a collection of articles from the newsletter; it can be ordered ($15.00), as can the newsletter, from the Open Door Community, 910 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, GA 30306-4212.  A former resident, Norman Shanks, writes:
The Open Door Reader is a wonderful book.  [It is] a very good account of what has happened at and around the Open Door over the years, the  people, the experiences, and above all the Gospel commitment, and the scriptural, theological, and social analysis that continue to sustain it.  The sense of vulnerability, the dependence on grace, the unquenchable hope, the amazing faithfulness of God in Christ and of his disciples, for all their wavering confusion, not only kindle my own very precious memories of my time with you but have inspired and strengthened me on my own way ahead.
1.  Compare this experience with Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:31-46.

2.  Compare it with Revelation 3:14-22.

3.  Compare it with Acts 2:43-47 and 4:32-35.
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