U.S. RACIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY
United for a Fair Economy (www.faireconomy.org) offers striking statistics to alert us to the continuing racial inequality and injustice in this country.  According to the Federal Reserve, from 1995 to 2001 the net worth of families of color fell 7% to $17,100, while the net worth of white families rose 37% to $120,900.  African Americans are 13% of the population, but they own only 3% of the assets.  From 1998 to 2001 asset-owners of color gained only $100, while white asset-owners gained $5,800.  In that same period debtors of color added $3,100 of debt, while white debtors added only $1,300 of debt.  Only 47% of black families were homeowners in 2001; 74% of white families were homeowners.  That same year 18% of white families had a net worth over half a million dollars, compared with 2% of black families.  Typical African American families had debt equivalent to 30% of their assets; typical white families had debt equivalent to 11% of their assets.
United for a Fair Economy offers further statistics to demonstrate the broader picture of economic inequality in the U.S.  In 1998 the bottom 90% of households (all races) owned just 29% of the wealth, while the top 10% owned 71% of the wealth in this country.  Between 1979 and 2001 the real family income of the bottom 20% grew 3%, the second 20% grew 11%, the middle 20% grew 17%, the fourth 20% grew 26%, and the top 20% grew 53%.  The top 5% grew 81%.  These data come from the U.S. Census Bureau Census for March 2001.
Finally, United for a Fair Economy cites the U.S. Federal Budget for 2004 to expose the disproportion of military spending.  Not including trust funds such as Social Security, the U.S. government budgeted $99 billion for physical resources, $235 billion for general government, $593 billion for human resources, and $804 billion for military (past and current).  Prior to September 11th, 2001 the U.S. spent 23 times what the 7 "rogue states" (Iraq, Iran, North Korea, Syria, Libya, Cuba, and Sudan) spent for military causes.  The "War on Terrorism" and the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq have, of course, greatly increased U.S. military spending.  Current military spending by the 5 top military spenders in 2002 reached $399.1 billion for the U.S., $65.0 for Russia, $49.0 for China, $42.6 for Japan, and $38.4 for the U.K.  The U.S. now spends more than the rest of the world on military matters.
1.  Give yourself some time to read and reread these statistics, to meditate on the human realities behind them, and to consider the moral implications that they represent for those who enjoy privilege and power and for those who live at the margins in this country.

2.  Consider what might be the possibilities for improved health, education, and development for the billions of people who live in poverty in other parts of the world if even a small part of the U.S. military budget were reassigned to meet their needs.
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