
WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2005
The fifth annual gathering of the WSF took place January 26 to 31 at Porto Alegre, Brazil with 150,000 people from 135 countries representing diverse indigenous, women, worker, campesino, environmental, and other social movements.  The WSF has arisen as an alternative voice to the World Economic Forum, which is dominated by the powerful countries and has offered little or no access to popular movements.  This year 350 concrete proposals emerged out of some 2500 "events" centering on "Twelve Proposals for Another Possible World."
1.  Cancel the public debt of the developing countries.

2.  Apply international taxes on financial transactions, direct investment abroad, the consolidated profits of the transnationals, the sale of arms, and activities that emit gasses in a substantive way, producing the greenhouse effect.

3.  Progressively dismantle all forms of fiscal, legal and banking paradises.

4.  Every inhabitant of the planet should have the right to a job, social protection and retirement, respecting equality between men and women.  This is an imperative of national and international public policies.

5.  Promote all forms of fair trade, rejecting the free exchange rules of the WTO.

6.  Guarantee the right to food sovereignty and security in every country through the promotion of campesino-based agriculture (i.e. small farmers).
7.  Prohibit all types of patents on knowledge of living beings (human as well as animal or vegetable), as well as any privatization of common property of humanity, particularly water.

8.  Fight, above all, for different public policies against all forms of discrimination, sexism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and racism.  Recognize fully the political, cultural and economic rights (including the dominion of the natural resources) of indigenous peoples.

9.  Take urgent measures to end the destruction of the environment and the threat of grave climatic changes due to the greenhouse effect.  Begin to execute another development model founded in moderation in the use of energy and the democratic control of natural resources, in particular potable water, on the global level.

10.  Dismantle foreign military bases and troops in all countries, unless they are acting under the expressed mandate of the United Nations.

11.  Guarantee citizens the right of information and the right to be informed.

12.  Profoundly reform and democratize international organizations, among them the United Nations, giving prevalence to human, economic, social and cultural rights in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The WSF draws an enormous response from the global South but little attention from the North.  It demonstrates widespread opposition against neo-liberal globalization, especially against the U.S.A. and President George W. Bush.
1.  What reports about the fifth World Social Forum have you seen?

2.  What is the potential impact of non-governmental social movements in the U.S.?
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