NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH
Isaiah 65:17-25

This poem is one of the most eloquent passages of the Bible.  It comes from the heart of  Old Testament prophecy.  It brings to mind the creation in Genesis 1 and 2 and the culmination of the biblical story in Revelation 21.  It calls all God's people to a genuine utopia that God is creating within history.  It merits multiple readings and extended meditation leading to commitment and action.  It may be considered an expression of the Jubilee vision of Isaiah 61:1-3 and Luke 4:18-19.  It explains how life can be reconstituted with abundance for all, how the heavens and the earth can live in peace.

Read through the passage carefully and underline in one color all references to "the former things that shall not be remembered."  Then read through the passage again and underline in another color all references to "what I am creating"--new heavens and a new earth.  Now fill in the appropriate boxes with the phrases you have underlined.  Finally, fill in the remaining boxes with contemporary expressions and examples parallel to the ones in the Isaiah passage.  Share your findings, your concerns, and your commitments.
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