JUBILEE HOUSEHOLDS
Casas de Jubileo (Spanish for Jubilee Households) is a newly forming network of households that are imagining and creating new/old patterns for living sustainably--an alternative to the unsustainable patterns of materialism and consumerism.  We seek a different style of home life than what is presented in the "good housekeeping" images of the dominant culture or by the "traditional family" of some religious and political groups.  Our name comes from the Sabbath-Jubilee in the Bible, which imagines households living out values that differ from imperial economics of domination over others and the earth.  We want our lifestyles to express more of the Spirit's movement, less of the spirit of the times. . . .We want to reclaim time as a gift of God, reclaiming it from all powers who want us to give it to them in labor.  Recognizing that swimming upstream against the cultural flow can be both freeing and demanding, we seek community with others who also want to pursue this other way.

Each household that wishes to participate in this network is asked to develop a statement or declaration of intention that may include some of the ways it is already practicing Jubilee sustainability and spirituality, challenges it faces or further steps it intends to take toward such practice, Sabbath-Jubilee foundations it affirms, and what it offers for common use during the coming year.  This declaration can then be shared with other Jubilee households nearby or more widely.  Following is one suggested outline for Jubilee household declarations (SCENE).
Sabbath -- Weekly rest, centering spaces, individual and collective prayer, biblical reflection.

Community -- Overcoming individualism and privatization, holding and working in common.

Economics -- Supporting local living economies, withholding from global corporations, overcoming social apartheid between rich and poor, building connections.

Non-violence -- Resisting personal, institutional, and national patterns of economic, ecological, and military violence.
Ecology -- Commitment to sustainability so that all can benefit from Earth's bounty.
Specific applications in these and other areas may include food and beverages, transportation, clothing, finances, energy, yard and garden, healthcare and wellness.  Variety and creativity are welcomed as each household gives shape to its practice of Jubilee in daily life.  The global and the local should be joined, as should the political and the spiritual.  Local and wider gatherings of Jubilee households will widen and deepen our commitments, our understanding, our practice of Jubilee spirituality, Sabbath economics.  To make connections with this network, contact Grace Gyori (gyori@igc.apc.org) or Lee Van Ham (jemsandiego@yahoo.com).
1.  What are your responses to and questions about the vision of Jubilee Households?
2.  What steps might you and others take to explore this vision further?

