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Ross and Gloria Kinsler

Re:

JUBILEE WORKBOOK V
You may note we have a new e-mail address, but the old one works as well.  We have put together 15 more worksheets for your Jubilee Workbook and ours.  We will appreciate a word from you, especially if you have comments on, experience with, suggestions for this material--or would just as soon not be on this mailing list.  All along our concern has been to make Sabbath Economics-Jubilee Spirituality accessible and useful for people who want to widen the circle of those who are deeply concerned about our increasingly global and increasingly unjust and increasingly unconscionable global economy.

Another project that has taken much of our time and energy during the last six months is the translation into English of biblical studies by Latin American scholars that deal with faith and economics.  For some 15 years biblical scholars throughout Latin America have been publishing their exegetical work in the Revista de Interpretación Bíblica Latino-americana (RIBLA), and we have found that they speak directly and indirectly to the global crises that are now so glaringly evident to the whole world.  But RIBLA is published only in Spanish and Portuguese.  So with the encouragement and help of colleagues North and South, we have undertaken to make this selection of their work available in English--available perhaps by the end of the year.  We have chosen RIBLA articles that deal directly with faith and economics, including several that focus specifically on what we have called Sabbath Economics or Jubilee Spirituality.  

The work of these Latin American biblical scholars is critically important not only for the results of their research but also for their hermeneutical approach, which is similar to biblical work among other marginalized peoples.  Being situated in places where struggles with the forces of death are paramount, they come to the Scriptures with an existential option for life.  Much has been said about the option for the poor in Latin American theology.  The primary interlocutors for Latin American biblical studies are the impoverished, exploited, and oppressed.  The primary concern of these biblical scholars is not to publish intellectual treatises for academic discussion but rather to examine and proclaim what the Bible teaches about poverty and oppression, liberation and fullness of life for all God's people.  The unavoidable evidence, they find, is that this message lies at the very core of the entire Bible, which portrays the history of salvation in these terms.

This biblical undertaking is a powerful spiritual journey, for it concerns the life and death of real people, of communities and nations, of the planet itself.  The hermeneutical circle revolves permanently around the daily, micro and macro, struggles for life in our time and the struggles for life in biblical times.  This hermeneutical process invites us and calls us to participate in those struggles wherever we are, which in turn verifies our biblical reading as liberating praxis.  The following Jubilee Workbook materials share that intention.
TODAY'S WORLD
1.  Christianity and the Destruction of Nature.  Wendell Berry exposes the threat of a Christianity that excludes nature, culture, economics, and the body from spirituality.
2.  The Project for a New American Empire.  Duane Shank summarizes the imperial pretensions and strategic implications of the Project for a New American Century.
3.  Martin Luther King, Jr., at Seventy-Five.  He was killed in 1968, but his legacy challenges us today on civil rights, poverty, militarism, and empire.
4.  Adam Smith and Taxes.  Sam Fleischacker exposes the misuse of Adam Smith to oppose taxes, which are one of the few ways in which some of our wealth can be redistributed.

5.  Accelerating Polarization between Rich and Poor.  The U.N. Program on Development tracks growing economic polarization around the world.

BIBLICAL FAITH


1.  The Exodus and the Logic of Liberation.  Walter Brueggemann explains the Exodus as critique of the dominant ideology, public processing of pain, and release of new social imagination.

2.  The Land as Gift, Temptation, Task, and Threat.  Brueggemann explains the centrality of the land in biblical theology with relevance for U.S. Christians today.

3.  The Tribes of Yahweh.  Anthony Ceresko explains the new understanding of the "conquest" of Canaan as a social revolution and egalitarian retribalization.

4.  Solidarity in Early Israel.  Alice Winters describes how Israel ensured the well-being of all the families of Israel and resisted mechanisms of domination.

5.  Impoverishment, Debts, and Slavery in Amos.  Haroldo Reimer explains prophetic denunciation of fraudulent mortgages and market dealings that enslave the poor.

RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP

1.  Ten Ways to Support Fair Trade.  TransFair USA insists that consumers can play an important role in the survival of millions of small farmers around the world.

2.  Heifer International--Passing on the Gift.  The Heifer model enables recipients of gifted livestock to become donors and build chains of self-development.
3.  Habitat for Humanity--Affordable Housing.  Habitat's goal is to eliminate inadequate housing through volunteer and community labor and donations.

4.  The Catholic Worker--Hospitality.  The Open Door in Atlanta is an ecumenical example of the Catholic Worker movement, which cares for thousands of homeless in many cities.
5.  Sustainable World.  A local church group confronts the challenges of global economics with in-depth study and projects for a sustainable future. 

