CHRISTIANITY AND THE DESTRUCTION OF NATURE
In his article on “Christianity and the Survival of Creation” in his book on The Art of the Commonplace, Wendell Berry explains that Christianity has been for over 500 years and continues to be largely complicit with or indifferent to “the rape and plunder of the world.”  Christians have made a radical disconnection between religion and economy, placing primary attention on the former and little on the latter.  “Most Christian organizations are as happily indifferent to the ecological, cultural, and religious implications of industrial economics as are most industrial organizations.  The certified Christian seems just as likely as anyone else to join the military-industrial conspiracy to murder Creation.”  (306)

Berry calls this dualism “the most destructive disease that afflicts us.  In its best-known, its most dangerous, and perhaps its fundamental version, it is the dualism of body and soul.”  (313)  Holiness is limited to God and the human soul.  It excludes the human body and the rest of creation.  “Modern Christianity generally has cut itself off from both nature and culture.  It has no serious or competent interest in biology or ecology.  And it is equally uninterested in the arts by which humankind connects itself to nature.”  (318)  
So Christians are expected to give primary attention to the maintenance and growth of their churches and the “saving” of “the individual, isolated, and disembodied soul” and its heavenly afterlife.  This kind of religion easily becomes a partner of the state and the economic status quo.  “It has, for the most part, stood silently by while a predatory economy has ravaged the world, destroyed its natural beauty and health, divided and plundered its human communities and households.  It has flown the flag and chanted the slogans of empire. . . .In its de facto alliance with Caesar, Christianity connives directly in the murder of Creation.  For in these days, Caesar is no longer a mere destroyer of armies, cities, and nations.  He is a contradicter of the fundamental miracle of life. . . .He prays, he says, and churches everywhere compliantly pray with him.  But he is praying to a God whose works he is prepared at any moment to destroy.”  (319)  
Our urgent task now is “to learn to read and understand the Bible in the light of the present fact of Creation.”  (306)  To overcome the radical disconnection between religion and economy, we must recover the sense of the holiness of all life.  We can no longer tolerate economic practices that destroy life.  As the Psalmist writes so eloquently, “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it.”  (Psalm 24:1)  “To be uninterested in economy is to be uninterested in the practice of religion; it is to be uninterested in culture and in character.  Probably the most urgent question now faced by people who would adhere to the Bible is this: What sort of economy would be responsible to the holiness of life?”  (309)
1.  Consider the ways in which your faith is related to the survival of Creation.

2.  Consider the ways your church’s life is related to the survival of Creation.
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