SUSTAINABLE WORLD
All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena, California is nationally known for its leadership in the struggle for justice and peace with some 3000 members and a mailing list of 6000.  Scattered concerns for the environment, the poor and homelessness, justice for workers, immigrants, and women came to a head in 2001 when some members came across David Korten’s book, When Corporations Rule the World, and his movement called Positive Futures.  A group of 20 used the book as a Lenten study option in 2001; soon there were to several study groups.  A year later 65 people had caught the challenge, and Marti Coleman called Korten and went to see him with an invitation.  This led to a major conference at All Saints, “A Positive Futures Gathering,” April 12-14, 2002, led by economist David Korten and theologian Walter Wink.  The process of organizing and carrying out this event consolidated the commitment and clarified the direction of the church’s working group under the slogan, “Sustainable World.”
Task forces have been formed to work on economic and ecological issues ranging from fair trade  to socially responsible investing, a living wage, and sweat shops.  After several months of Bible studies, a group of 14 went to Guatemala for an immersion learning experience of the effects of economic globalization.  Other groups have gained similar insights on the US/Mexico border.
Following is the Mission Statement of Sustainable World with its current goals: 
The Sustainable World Ministry promotes and supports a socially responsible local and world economy that values life, Earth’s resources and spiritual community through personal choices, education and public action.

GOAL #1  To engage in theological, sociological and economic study for the deepening understanding of participants of both the religious and the social imperative for global economic justice.

GOAL #2   To secure economic justice for low income workers in the Los Angeles area.

GOAL #3   To secure economic justice for workers globally through fairly traded products.

GOAL #4   To develop an understanding of the background, the politics behind the scenes, and the stipulations involved in the proposed trade agreement called Free Trade Area of the Americas.

GOAL #5    To become a strong steering committee and a strong participant group on behalf of a sustainable world.
What are the goals and what is the mission of your local church in terms of global and local economics?
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