
THE HIJACKING OF THE GLOBAL FOOD SUPPLY
Vandana Shiva, the author of Stolen Harvest: The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply (South End Press, 2000), is a leader of the International Forum on Globalization and the director of the Research Foundation for Science, Technology, and Natural Resource Policy.  She unveils the enormous impact of corporate agriculture on farmers and fishers, on the food security and culture of millions, and on the environment--especially in her native India, where 75 percent of the population lives from agriculture.
This phenomenon of the stolen harvest is not unique to India.  It is being experienced in every society, as small farms and small farmers are pushed to extinction, as monocultures replace biodiverse crops, as farming is transformed from the production of nourishing and diverse foods into the creation of markets for genetically engineered seeds, herbicides, and pesticides.  As farmers are transformed from producers into consumers of corporate-patented agricultural products, as markets are destroyed locally and nationally but expanded globally, the myth of "free trade" and the global economy becomes a means for the rich to rob the poor of their right to food and even their right to life.  For the vast majority of the world's people--70 percent--earn their livelihood by producing food.  The majority of these farmers are women.  In contrast, in the industrialized countries, only 2 percent of the people are farmers.  (7)

Over millennia Indian farmers have developed 200,000 varieties of rice and openly share seeds.  "Today corporations control 32 percent of the global commercial-seed market, valued at $23 billion, and l00 percent of the market for genetically engineered, or transgenic, seeds."  (9)  These corporations dominate world trade, imposing policies driven by financial interests through the WTO and the "free market."  When the local mustard-oil supply was "mysteriously adulterated" in India, for example, the government banned local processing and brought in packaged soybean oil, replacing the work of innumerable local processors and local farmers and eliminating the preferred, cheaper cooking oil.  "Every agency of government in the United States and India is being used by the soybean lobby to destroy agricultural and food diversity in order to spread the soybean monoculture."  (27)  
"Soy imperialism" is facilitated by the concentration of grain trade through a very small number of corporations.  Cargill and Continental each controls 25% of global grain trade.  The U.S. is the biggest soy producer using 18 million hectares and producing 74.2 million metric tons of genetically engineered soybeans in 1997.  The corporations profit from the annual sale of seeds, from the heavy investment in agrochemicals and pesticides they require, and from trade, all of which they monopolize.

Vandana Shiva provides ample information about corporate impact on other agricultural sectors, which amounts to the theft of local farming and of nature's abundance, all in the name of profits for the rich at the expense of the world's hungry poor.

Consider the issues raised by this author in light of global poverty and hunger.
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