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Once again, recent events have given us much to think about.  The lead editorial in the October 3, 2005 The Nation deals with the convergence of two major concerns, "Our Two Gulf Crises":
America is now beset by two Gulf crises: one in the Persian Gulf, the other in the Gulf of Mexico.  The two crises, each in its own way, have brought us back to reality.  The chaos in Iraq has painfully demonstrated the limitations of American power and the inability of our military to subdue a people who don't want to be occupied.  Similarly, the disaster on the Gulf Coast has lifted the veil on the effects of years of neglect of our infrastructure and what happens when the country is guided by an economic philosophy that reduces a large proportion of the working public to minimum-wage jobs without access to good schools or adequate healthcare. . . .How we respond to these twin crises--the lessons we draw from them--will tell us a lot about the kind of country we are.  Above all, they call for us to reorder our priorities by giving up imperial missions abroad and rebuilding the social fabric and physical capital upon which the safety and livelihoods of all Americans depend.
Both of these crises present profound moral questions related to on fundamental economic and ecological issues.  At stake are the well-being and dignity of millions of people--men, women, and children--and of nature.  Our concern here is to look at some of the pieces and perspectives of this global and local reality (TODAY'S WORLD), consider the biblical roots of our faith (BIBLICAL FAITH) in relation to this global and local reality, and take up opportunities and challenges to action in response to these social and biblical analyses (RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP).
In recent years there has been growing rejection of U.S. attempts at global economic and military hegemony, a growing convergence of voices calling for the mitigation and even elimination of poverty and hunger, and deepening anguish over accelerating destruction of the environment.  The purpose of this Jubilee Workbook is to provide ready access to materials for personal and group reflection and action among people who share the concern for economic and ecological justice, for sisters and brothers in the Gulf of Mexico and the Persian Gulf and around the world.
Also enclosed is a flyer about a conference on "Sabbath Economics as People's Story and Practice" to be held in San Diego November 18-19, 2005 and another flyer for a conference on "Developing Hearts That Yearn for Justice" to be held in Tijuana, Mexico January 23-26, 2006.
TODAY'S WORLD

1.  The Moral Challenge to Eliminate Poverty.  Britain's Gordon Brown presses for greater debt relief and aid for impoverished countries, especially in Africa. 
2.  Dilemmas of Domination: The Unmaking of the American Empire.  Filipino Walden Bello offers "a southern perspective on the crisis of the Empire."

3.  The World's Water Crisis.  Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke affirm that "Humanity is polluting, diverting, and depleting the wellspring of life at a startling rate."

4.  Sweatshop Watch.  Workers should earn a living wage in a safe, decent work environment, and those responsible for the exploitation of workers held accountable.

5.  Banking on Misery.  How debt and credit mechanisms are used to exploit low income, blue-collar, and minority consumers.
BIBLICAL FAITH

1.  Jesus and Empire: The Kingdom of God and the New World Disorder.  Richard Horsley recovers Jesus' ministry under the Roman empire and our own.

2.  God's Economy: Biblical Studies from Latin America.  These writers find that the message of economic justice lies at the core of the entire Bible.

3.  The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant--Matthew 18:23-35.  Debts offered the primary mechanism for wealth accumulation, oppression, and domination.

4.  The Rich Man and Lazarus--Luke 16:19-31.  Jesus' message proclaims dramatical reversal, calling for economic conversion.
5.  Sabbath Economics in Paul's Letters--2 Corinthians 8-9.  In his campaign to gather contributions for the poor in Jerusalem, Paul cites the Manna Story in Exodus 16.

RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP

1.  Letter from Accra--World Alliance of Reformed Churches.  WARC challenges member churches to covenant for justice in the economy and the earth.

2.  The Pastoral Circle.  Immersion, social analysis, theological reflection, and pastoral planning are essential dimensions of the quest for truth and transformation.
3.  World March of Women.  Women's Global Charter for Humanity affirms that "another world is possible" through equality, freedom, solidarity, justice, and peace.

4.  Investing in People--Oikocredit.  Around the world micro-credit programs are enabling the poor to work themselves out of poverty.
5.  Take Action!  Heifer International gives us a list of basic steps in the struggle to end hunger and poverty.
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