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We continue to find abundant material for the ongoing work of interpreting God's concern for economic justice and ecological wholeness in today's world.  The attached pieces are loosely gathered, as usual, around the three dimensions of the hermeneutical circle: TODAY'S WORLD, BIBLICAL FAITH, and RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP.  Our intention is simply to stimulate your own reflection and offer materials for study groups, devotional reading, and worship.  
Each of us will, of course, find different ways to put together these and other puzzle pieces as we work for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.  At times the connections between the three dimensions are clear and direct.  For example, this time we have two pieces entitled "Free Trade is Unfair Trade," and they relate to the piece on "Fair Trade Coffee."  At times the connections are not so clear and direct but nevertheless very meaningful.  For example, we have included "The Wal-Mart Challenge" with two pieces on "Jesus and Empire in Matthew's Gospel" and "Campaigning against Sweatshops."  And they all are related to the worksheet on "Biblical Hermeneutics of Liberation."
When we began this process over three years ago, we wanted to follow up our work in The Biblical Jubilee and the Struggle for Life, which came out almost five years ago and which is now in its fourth printing.  We realize that many who are concerned about Jubilee readings of today's world, the Bible, and our calling have not read the book.  In any case we need to go back to the basic biblical texts and develop worksheets for personal spirituality, group study, and proclamation of the Good News for our time, which is so full of bad news for so many.  This mailing includes a concentric analysis of the key Jubilee text, Luke 4:16-20, and the following references to stories from Elijah and Elisha.
In an earlier mailing (April, 2003) we introduced the World Alliance of Reformed Churches' proposal concerning a possible confessional stand on the global economy under the title, "Resisting Economic Injustice and Ecological Destruction."  Just recently, July 30 to August 13, 2004, the Alliance met in Accra, Ghana and drafted a document, "Covenanting for Justice in the Economy and the Earth," which gives much substance to that proposal.  The document has a long section on "Reading the Signs of the Times," a longer section on "Confession of Faith in the Face of Economic Injustice and Ecological Destruction," and a final brief section on "Covenanting for Justice."  Paragraph 28 reads as follows:  (swp@warc.ch)
We believe that God calls us to hear the cries of the poor and the groaning of creation and to follow the public mission of Jesus Christ who came so that all may have life and have it in fullness (John 10:10).  Jesus brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; he frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind (Luke 4:18); he supports and protects the downtrodden, the stranger, the orphans and the widows.

These Jubilee materials will soon be available online through sabbatheconomics.org and/or jubilee4justice.org.  Please let us know if future mail delivery is needed.

TODAY'S WORLD

1.  The Wal-Mart Challenge.  The world's largest retail corporation continues to grow and to set the standard by which others operate--at the expense of workers and local culture.

2.  The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply.  Vandana Shiva explains how corporate impact threatens local farming and nature's abundance at the expense of the poor.

3.  Free Trade Is Unfair Trade--Mexico.  Subsidized U.S. corn sells below the production cost of poor Mexican farmers, forcing 1.3 million into urban unemployment and across borders.
4.  Free Trade Is Unfair Trade--The Philippines.  Similar dynamics are at work here, as the powerful impose tariffs but force the weaker countries to remove trade barriers.

5.  Debt in Africa.  While some countries have benefited from debt relief, millions of African children continue to die each year due to debt related poverty and HIV/AIDS.

BIBLICAL FAITH

1.  Biblical Hermeneutics of Liberation.  Gerald West of South Africa calls for a rereading of the Bible in which the interlocutor is the poor, the "non-person."

2.  Jesus and Empire in Matthew's Gospel--I.  Warren Carter's commentary explains Matthew's references to Roman imperialism for today.
3.  Jesus and Empire in Matthew's Gospel--II.  Carter calls for a rereading of Matthew's Gospel as resistance to and transformation of imperial power.

4.  Jesus at Nazareth--Luke 4:16-20.  This key passage, constructed concentrically, focuses on sight to the blind and release of captives and the oppressed.
5.  Elijah and Elisha.  Jesus' inaugural sermon at Nazareth utilizes examples from the great Old Testament prophets that enraged his hearers.

RESPONSIBLE DISCIPLESHIP

1.  Campaigning against Sweatshops.  Consumers, investors, workers, and allied organizations can press corporations for fair wages, safe working conditions, etc.
2.  Opposing Modern Slavery--The Taco Bell Boycott.  Churches and others can affirm mutual responsibility between employers and employees, producers and consumers.

3.  Fair Trade Coffee.  Free trade threatens the livelihood of 25 million coffee growers; fair trade offers many a fair wage and lifts them out of poverty.

4.  Jubilee Households.  This network encourages households to declare their intentions and to practice ecological sustainability and economic justice.

5.  Good Work--For All of Us.  This NGO "helps strengthen the economic lives of working people and build community through training, education, and support."

