HABITAT FOR HUMANITY--AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Think of it!  In a recent survey, one out of seven people in the United States had critical housing needs, including 14.4 million people who paid more than half their income for housing and/or lived in substandard housing.  What, then, must be the critical housing needs in much poorer countries around the world?  

This is the driving challenge that has brought into existence Habitat for Humanity, which has already built 125,000 low cost homes in this country and 80 other countries through the work of volunteers.  By the end of 2005 Habitat expects to have completed a total of 200,000 houses for a million people, through the work of volunteer teams and local communities.

Poverty is to a large extent a function of the relationship between income and the cost of housing.  According to the April/May 2003 issue of Habitat World, “Nowhere in the United States can a minimum-wage worker afford a two-bedroom apartment at Fair Market Rent, based on the generally accepted affordability standard of paying no more than 30% of income for housing.”  By that measure one would have to earn $8.72 per hour in West Virginia and $21.14 per hour in Massachusetts.  
Poverty is growing, even in the U.S.  “With one out of every six American children (11.6 million) living below the poverty line in 2000, more children live in poverty today than did 20 or 30 years ago.  The proportion of poor children in working families is at a record high, and the majority of poor children are white, even though the proportion of black and Hispanic children is far higher.”  Poverty is not just an inner city problem.  All but 11 of the 200 poorest counties in the U.S. are non-metropolitan.  “Health-threatening substandard housing afflicts millions of rural families, particularly along the U.S./Mexico border, on Native American reservations, and in regions such as the Mississippi Delta and Appalachia.”
Habitat for Humanity’s goal is “to eliminate inadequate and poverty housing” and “to raise awareness of the issues involved in this work throughout the organization and the world community.”  Its publication, Habitat World, is free, and it is available online at www.habitat.org or through publicinfo@hfhi.org   Each year thousands of youth and adults of all ages participate in hundreds of home building projects around the world.  Many others contribute money and support advocacy campaigns to press governments at all levels to fulfill their responsibility to provide affordable housing.  While Habitat’s motivation has been Christian, people of other faiths join in this work, which can be interpreted as a Jubilee calling, i.e., to enable every family to have a home of their own.
1.  What local efforts to provide affordable housing do you know of, and what projects can concerned people participate in?

2.  How have you and/or your church contributed to efforts to provide affordable housing in other countries?
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