JUSTICE: A GLOBAL ADVENTURE
The 1971 Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church introduced its reflections on the meaning of justice in world society with a statement that has stimulated animated discussion, provoked heated argument, and led to significant results: "Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the gospel, or, in other words, of the Church's mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation."  (P. 1)
In his book, Justice: A Global Adventure (Orbis Books, 2004), Walter Burghardt, S.J., affirms that "The Catholic understanding can only be grasped if we see the synod's statement in the context of a century of social-ethical discussion beginning with Pope Leo XIII."  (P. 1)  Leo's encyclical Rerum novarum (On the Condition of Labor) sets forth "the relative rights and the mutual duties of the rich and the poor, of capital and labor."  Following Vatican II and following the 1971 Synod of Bishops document, Justice in the World, primary attention was given to the biblical understanding of justice. 
The biblical concept of justice concerns, first, God's relationship to humankind and the Earth.  God is "The maker of heaven and earth, the seas and all that is in them, who keeps faith for ever, secures justice for the oppressed; gives food to the hungry.  The Lord sets prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind; the Lord raises up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.  The Lord protects the stranger, sustains the orphan and the widow, but thwarts the way of the wicked."  (Psalm 146:5-9)

People are just when they practice the same fidelity in covenant relation to God, to their sisters and brothers, and to the whole of creation.  A large segment of U.S. Christianity does violence to the Bible when it focuses exclusively on the relation of the soul to eternity.  "Those who read in the biblical text a sheerly personal, individualistic morality have not understood the Torah, have not sung the Psalms, have not been burned by the Prophets, have not perceived the implications and the very burden of Jesus' message, and must inevitably play fast and loose with St. Paul."  (P. 12)  Passages such as Luke 4:16-21 and Matthew 12:18-20 demonstrate clearly that "It is the Israelite tradition on justice that sparked the ministry of Jesus."  (P. 17)  He practiced and taught justice by making right relationships with women, lepers, tax collectors, sinners, aliens, the possessed, widows, the unclean, and the poor and powerless.  He challenged the rich and powerful, those who oppressed and excluded, even the Temple and the scribes and the Pharisees, the High Priest and the Roman Governor.
Burghardt then examines in detail Justice Applied, Justice Sacramentalized, Justice Globalized, and Justice Communicated.
1.  What concept and practice of justice are operative in this country?

2.  What concept and practice of justice are operative among Christians in this country?
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