PROPERTY FOR PEOPLE, NOT FOR PROFIT
Alternatives to the Global Tyranny of Capital

The book that carries this title, by Ulrich Duchrow and Franz Hinkelammert, offers a penetrating analysis of the historical and philosophical roots of global capitalism (WCC Publications and Zed Books Ltd., 2004).  They begin their analysis by examining "the original introduction of ownership, money, and related market mechanisms in the Eighth Century BCE and its consequences in the whole of the ancient Near East, particularly in Israel" (2).  They conclude their study by affirming the "campaigns mounted by social movements, particularly by the ecumenical campaign against global economic injustice and ecological destruction" (3).  Following are the chapter headings:
1.  Absolute property creates poverty, debts and slavery: the origin of the property economy in antiquity and biblical alternatives

2.  Homo homini lupus: the emergence of the capitalist possessive market society in the modern age

3.  The case of John Locke: the inversion of human rights in the name of bourgeois property

4.  The total market: how globalized capitalism is eliminating the commitment to sustain life

5.  The fall of the Twin Towers: the enforcement of the total market through the absolute empire

6.  It is life-enhancing production which must grow, not capitalist property: Latin American approaches to a renewed dependency theory

7.  Another world is possible: rebuilding the system of ownership from below from the perspective of life and the common good

8.  God or Mammon?  A confessional issue for the Churches in the context of social movements

The authors of this book are Christian theologians who are concerned about the deepening global crisis of unprecedented economic injustice and ecological destruction and deeply committed to social movements that are struggling to create another world.  Their analysis sheds essential light for our way into a viable future.  "There is still hope of stopping this disastrous trend for humanity and nature.  A central condition is for property to be liberated from its random, destructive function and to be committed not just to society but also to life."  (4)  "Economic activity should not be seen purely from the angle of wealth accumulation but in terms of its effects on the life of people and the environment."  (187)  "The trend towards liberalization, deregulation and privatization must be reversed if humanity is to survive.  It must be replaced by planning and regulation guided by a concern for life and the common good."  (181)
1.  What is your own analysis of the roots of our current global economic and ecological crisis?

2.  What is your vision for the future of humankind and the biosphere?
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