MONSEÑOR OSCAR ROMERO--TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER
Jesuit Jon Sobrino, close colleague of Oscar Romero during the military repression in El Salvador, offers his recommendations concerning the "celebration" of the 25th anniversary of his assassination, March 24, 2005.  ("El seguimiento de Monseñor Romero: Meditación cristiana ante el 25 aniversario de su partida," Signos de Vida, CLAI, marzo, 2005)  To celebrate the life of Oscar Romero is to follow him, i.e., to experience the change or conversion that he experienced and to remake one's life as he did.  Conversion and praxis.  Romero did not and does not offer recipes, but he does offer pathways, lights, impulses.  His followers must tell the truth, not just preach a doctrine, and that means to denounce prophetically the evils that exist, to name the assassins and the victims.  Sobrino spells out today's evils in El Salvador and the world.
1.  The idolatry of money; the oligarchy, previously agricultural, now financial.
2.  The idolatry of military power, more latent here and more evident in the United States, to which must be added the shocking violence of 8 to 10 homicides daily [in El Salvador].

3.  The connivance of some political parties with injustice and the irresponsibility of the majority in the face of misery and suffering, to which must be added corruption.

4.  The imperialism of the United States, through commerce, in our foreign policies, and above all in the false values imposed on us: individualism, success, the "good life."

5.  The corruption of the administration of justice, which still has not even clarified who killed Monseñor.
6.  The media, with lies, half truths, cover ups, as the case may be.

7.  The falsification of religion, exaggerated spiritualism, that is not life with the Spirit; alienating individualism, that is not personal appropriation of the faith; gregariousness that fills stadiums, which is not community or mutual care; the infantilization of religion, which is not simplicity--as children--before the mystery of God.
The praxis of Romero is one of mercy, "the ultimate sign of our being Christian."  It is to promote justice, "the transformation of structures."  It is the option for the poor, seriously, at risk, "remembering and honoring those who lived it to the end: our martyrs."  We must recover evangelization in the primary sense that it has in Jesus: "the announcement of good news to the poor, not letting novel methods and language take the place of what is essential."  We do not need to go back to the 80s, "but we do need to return to this fundamental intuition: as Church we are above all community, body, and for this community to have an influence in society it should be structured, organized, related to other social forces."
We all know how difficult this is, but in this anniversary at least let us not say it is impossible.  Let us ask that this be our utopia.
1.  What does it mean to be converted as Oscar Romero was converted?
2.  What are the evils that we are called to denounce today?
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